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LINDSAY PORTER GUIDE

Cabrio ‘Deluxe’

In the second part of our series on improving a Golf Cabriolet, LINDSAY
PORTER gets down on his knees to examine the state of his front
brakes. Diagnosis? Beef them up.

ERE'S BEEN A lot sabd over
tha years about Goll Mk1
front brakes - most of it
unrepeatablal But I'm nat

convinced that Goll Mk1 brakes are
as had as people say they are. We
recently restored a Mk1 GTI o
‘mint' condition (and then gave i
away as 3 competition prize
conmected with our colour manals
in Halfords) and, with as-new
brakes, it stopped perfectly well,
Mind you, that's not to say thai, by
today's standards, the brakes didn't
maleh the steering (heavy!) but i
yau stood on them hard enough,
they did the job,

Howeaver, having to 15y 1o pull
the steering whee! off the column
wihah apphving the brakes doasnt
suil the super-spec of cur Cabrio,
so-wa declded that the brakes
had to be not just eficient but
also aasy-lo-usa. Taking a tip
frarm TSR Performanca, we
decided to uprate the master
cylinder (to give mare 'push’) and
to improve baoth frant and rear
brakes. The story of the rears will
herve 1o wait wntil nesct moanth, Hul
hare's how' we fettied the front of
our car's brakung system.

1. With the front strut completely
built-up and the backplate sand-
basted and paimed in heat-
resistant paint, we tapped out he
threads for mounting the discs 1o
clean out bolt-clogging paint and
sand
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2. The standard front descs ware
repiaced with grooved Black
Diameond dises, deaagned 1o
produce much befler slopping
power than the originals. Thera's
certainhy mare metal in tham -
thaugh less vemation, The
manufaciurers, claim that ther
brakes produce improved braking

parformancs ower @ Wide
tempasature range. Time will {2l

3. After fitting the caliper casmier,
you can fit the new pads and
caliper after making sure that tha
caliper pistons are pushed back
far enough to clear he pads: Mew
discs and pacds equal maximum
thicknasa!

4, The caliper is botted into place
and, when tha sysiem Ris fud in
it..

5...the pads have to be pushed
into procdmity with the desc by
working the brake pedal, Mote the
use of copper greass in the
places where the pads rub and
slide,

8, Now hara's a siroke of luck!
Following a tip from TSR
Perormance, we found that the
larger master cylindar and Servo
fram the 16-valve Golf bols on as
a direct replacemant on Mk 1
models. This, acconding to TSR,
I5 the singhe quickest simplest
and most effective way of
improving the brakes on a Mk 1.

7. Thesa, tor nelarence, ane the
masier cylindes and seno.
companents. Hom's w10 change
the seréa, Lnit

a) On MK 1 Godfs, the magter
cylinder is on the same side as the
brake pedal on beft-Hand drive cars,
whather tha car |5 right-hand diive
of beft-hand drive, On M 2 models,
the master cylndar and senva
follow tie brake pedal position
lHera the pipawork is desconnected
from ihe master cylinder using one
of the special brake pips Spanners
refermed to earber,
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1 - skt

2 — Tl resanelr

3 - sealing washer

o = TSV G

£ = g for vehicles with hrai: verring gt
5 = Ipimnidal pif MEng

7 - poinctive cover

B — brake sy i

§ - connecion feebicles wiltou! pram Seering|
O — ponnector ivehiclas with posver slearing)
¥ —mut

11 = nubber baal

12 = supporl pansl

13 = wather

15~ il

15 ~ et

1T - servn mounting bracket [LHD vahacis)
18— spring washer

18- rul

0= grrve mouring Bracked (RHD vehicies)
21 = weher

22~ -hodiing mit

24 = bran Tkl

25 - maste cylinder

b With the wiring also
disconnectad from the cap, the
masitar cylinder can be unbolsd
frorm the senio

c) The beake linkage from the
brake pedal now has 1o be
discomnnected. Put the pin Back into
the end of the nkage 5o that
averything is kept togethes,

o) The sarvo support oracket is
fithed to fhe crosshar which nuns
across the frond of the bulkhead
wilh twen nufs and washiars runming
on to fooad Slucs

o) The senvo mounting Bracket
itsalf is bodted through the
badihaad Mirewall, There are thres
feesdd stocts on the brackat and three
locknuts and washers beated hee,
nsiche The footwell.

fi The sarvo and rmournting
bracket can now be [ifed away and
&t thas point, the cperating rod s 5
in place, mourted on the back of
the senvo, Iiside the mmunting
beached {hara im a ballcrank wilh
thres el pinsT O far the pull
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rod which goes acmss the
bulkhead:; one for the clevis pin on
the end of the brake servd and one
for ihe belicrank to swived on

g On right-hand drive vehicias,
the bialkcrank fitted (o the driver's
sich can now be disconnected and
the croashar unbolted from the
bulkhead | nesds ba.

i) Bla sure 1o lubricate tharoughly

wihen reassembling,

8. Another way of reducing brake
inefficiencies 15 o use stainlass
sl braided flexible brake hoses,
Cyra wene obiained from Automec

hose, you need 1o prevent it from
fraying. Wrap insulation tape
around it and cut with sharp Side-
cutters,

10, As you slide the femake part of
syure that you don't spread the
beabding

| e bero togeiher,
12. Tha "de uxa” reaimaent evan

axtends 1o the hass fixings! The
hoses were sheathed in bdack

rutaber then clipped carefully fo ihe

strut 5o that they couldn't fouwl

amnything. We checked to make
surg theres was encagh hosa 1o
allerw full-fock in sach dinection!

Conwarting rear brakes fo disc isn't

guite 5o straightforsard. Next
month, we show how it's dona.

FACT FILE: LATE CABRIO CONFLICTS

8. It you need to shorten a braiced

the connector over the hose, make

11. Insart the male end and tightan

mnmmmmmuummmmwmmmmnwmdm
cars including Gof, Polos and derivatives and o mvaiabls soicly hroogh all branches of Halfonds.
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